
 
 

Page 1 of 4 

Resilient by Design | Bay Area Challenge 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is Resilient by Design? 
Resilient by Design | Bay Area Challenge is an open-call to dream, design, and create 
resilient solutions that address the impacts of climate change in the Bay Area. The Bay 
Area Challenge is grounded in authentic community-generated ideas and input critical 
to shaping the future of our region. 
 

How do I get involved in Resilient by Design? 
Starting May 2017, Resilient by Design will invite community members to participate in 
this unique initiative and help suggest local places that are vulnerable to the threats of 
sea level rise, severe storms, flooding and earthquakes. We look forward to gathering 
ideas both online and offline which we will be collecting via our website at 
www.resilientbayarea.org through July 14, 2017. Throughout the Bay Area Challenge, 
we will be inviting community members who will share their experiences, insights, 
priorities and dreams for local sites, so that Design Teams can better determine 
community priorities and be inspired to develop responsive plans. 
   
What is a Design Team? 
Resilient by Design will issue a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for teams of local and 
global thought-leaders, architects, engineers, public finance experts, educators, 
ecologists and other experts to join forces and participate in an intensive and 
collaborative community-based research process. In August 2017, jurors will select ten 
qualified and diverse Design Teams to join our communities in addressing our local 
challenges based on their lived experience, knowledge and expertise to strengthen the 
capacity of local communities, and their ability to bridge the gap between scholarship 
and practical action. 
 

Why the Bay Area and why a challenge? 
The Bay Area has long thrived on its ingenuity. This is an opportunity to harness 
creativity and innovation to create a stronger, safer Bay Area and ensure a positive 
future for generations to come. Resilient by Design offers the Bay Area the opportunity 
to show what can be and create a movement that inspires other cities to prepare for 
local challenges brought on by climate change. 
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What types of places will be part of the Bay Area Challenge? 
The entire Bay Area is part of this effort, and our open and transparent process will kick 
off by asking local residents and organizations to share ideas and suggest places and 
specific sites around the Bay Area that are vulnerable to the threats of climate change. 
This process will ask people in our local communities to suggest one or more sites 
where action and investment have the potential to enhance community resilience.  
 

How does the Bay Area Challenge address important issues of equity? 
These ten new implementable solutions for our region will be designed to help 
vulnerable communities adapt to the future effects of climate change and will provide 
benefits that address current issues and concerns such as public access to recreation 
areas, access to housing, and protecting vulnerable infrastructure and transportation 
systems. 
 

How do I share my ideas and suggestions with Resilient by Design? 
The open call for ideas is May 31, 2017 through July 14, 2017 on our website at 
www.resilientbayarea.org. Both online and offline, community members will share their 
experiences, insights, priorities and dreams for local sites, so that Design Teams can 
better determine community priorities and be inspired to develop responsive plans. 
 

I’m not a designer. Can I still be a part of the Bay Area Challenge? 
Yes. Local community members are key partners in this effort, and will be involved in 
suggesting sites for review in the Collaborative Research Phase, designing and 
participating in tours and events in that phase, and working closely with Design Teams 
once the design opportunities are chosen to develop solutions for the Collaborative 
Design Phase. 
 

How will Design Teams select project sites and on what criteria? 
Design Teams will respond to a Request for Qualifications outlining their approach to 
resilience, but not specific site locations. After participation in the Collaborative 
Research Phase, the Design Teams will propose 3-5 design opportunities which they 
are best qualified to address, and will address the most impactful and implementable 
design opportunity in the Collaborative Design Phase. 
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Have other cities done something like this before? 
Resilient by Design is modeled after the successful Rebuild by Design challenge that 
addressed infrastructure needs in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut following 
Hurricane Sandy. You can learn more about those efforts at www.rebuildbydesign.org. 
 

How does the Bay Area Challenge help mitigate the effects of climate change 
and prepare the Bay Area for natural disaster? 
The Bay Area Challenge will result in 10 new implementable projects that offer a 
creative and collaborative approach to resilience. By seizing the critical need to 
address climate change as an opportunity to bring about a stronger, safer Bay, we are 
protecting shoreline communities and preparing for the local threats brought on by sea 
level rise. 
 

How does the Bay Area Challenge protect wildlife and our environment? 
Climate change knows no borders. Resilient by Design is an opportunity for the Bay 
Area to reimagine how we connect with water, protect waterfront communities, protect 
wildlife habitat, and ensure a sustainable and healthy Bay. It is a chance for the Bay 
Area to reimagine the intersection of climate change and other regional challenges 
vulnerable communities experience, such as wildlife and our environment. 
 

Will anyone win? How many winners will there be and when will they be 
announced? 
Final designs will be judged by an esteemed jury and results will be announced in May 
2018. The jurors will look for every Design Team to show strong stakeholder support 
and be aligned with the resilience strategies adopted by the cities of San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Berkeley as part of the 100 Resilient Cities Program. These include, but 
are not be limited to: a focus on multi-stakeholder, multi-benefit problem-solving 
strategies; demonstration of feasibility from a technological and engineering 
perspective; a recognition of the need for a regional strategy; and, a focus on 
equitable and measurable community engagement and integration into existing sea 
level rise action plans.  
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What happens after the winners are selected at the end of the Bay Area 
Challenge? 
Our work is not done. We’re committed to turning these ideas—invested in and 
created by communities—into real world models and solutions for other cities to 
implement.  
 

How can I connect with Resilient by Design? 
There are many ways to connect with Resilient by Design and our Design Teams, 
including: 

• Visit our website at www.resilientbayarea.org to sign up for our email updates 
and learn about upcoming events. 

• Follow us on social media: 
o Twitter: @ResilientBay 
o Facebook: www.fb.com/resilientbayarea 
o Instagram: @ResilientBayArea 

• Invite others to join Resilient by Design and participate in the Bay Area 
Challenge 

 

What organizations support Resilient by Design, and who is funding the Resilient 
by Design | Bay Area Challenge? 
Resilient by Design | Bay Area Challenge is made possible by our generous funders 
including The Rockefeller Foundation as well as Bay Area Regional Collaborative. The 
Seed Fund, Santa Clara Valley Water District, City and County of San Francisco, and 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission. 

http://www.twitter.com/resilientbay
http://www.instagram.com/resilientbayarea

